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In the autumn of 2023, under
the guidance of my daughter, I

came to St. Thomas Aquinas Cath-
olic Church in Monterey Park and

participated in the Catechumenate
Class. After the Lunar Spring Fes-
tival in 2024, my father was hos-
pitalized for an emergency medi-
cal treatment. [ immediately
rushed to Chongqing to accompa-
ny and took care of my father. In
the end, I could not escape the fact
of his death. When I was in pain
and sadness, I learned that the sis-
ters of the Legion of Mary prayed
for the eternal life of my father's
soul, I was moved and comforted
by the Lord's love. I missed sacra-
ments of baptism, confirmation
and the Eucharist; The Lord chose
me, and I firmly believed that He
would wait for my return. After
returning to Los Angeles, I attend-
ed the Catechumenate Class again
this year, continued to study the
unfinished courses, and received
the sacraments of initiation.

Participating in a Catechu-
menate Class is a feast for the
soul. Each class was like a spiritu-
al enlightenment, which gave me
a deep understanding of the depth
extent of faith. In the process of
sharing my thoughts and experi-
ences with parishioners, I felt sin-
cere communication and empathy,
and gained endless inspiration and
Motivation. Every time I studied,
I had more firm faith and confi-
dence. I also have a deeper under-
standing of my own shortcomings
and room for growth. Participat-
ing in the Catechumenate Class
was a precious experience that
allowed me to keep moving for-
ward and growing on the path of
faith. Thank you to all the broth-
ers and sisters who served the cat-
echumens, and thank God. ¥
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My name is Lili Lok. I was
born in Malaysia and attended a
Catholic high school in Hong Kong.
My sister Lijie Lok, a devout Catho-
lic. In 2013, I joined the St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Church in Monte-
rey Park and participated in the Cat-
echumenate Class through my sister.
However, because my husband is a
Buddhist, I could not decide to be
baptized. The passing of my hus-
band last year reminded me of my

wish was to become a Catholic. The
reason was that when I was in the
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Catholic school, I saw the nuns’
love and selfless devotion for us,
and I felt happy to feel God’s love
from them. So, I finally embarked
on the catechumenate again, and I
felt particularly peaceful and hap-
py! I look forward to attending
Mass on time every Sunday, and I
am grateful that God’s love always
protects me, especially at this age, |
still have the opportunity to learn
and know God! I finally returned to
God's big family. Thank Father
Lee, my sister Alice and all the
brothers and sisters for their care
and love! Thank God!
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I am from Guangzhou. I grew
up in an atheist environment and
didn’t believe in any religion. Un-
til my husband passed away re-
cently, I felt troubled and wanted
to find a place to comfort myself;
so, I followed a church member to
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church in Monterey Park. As
soon as I arrived there, I was im-
pressed by the environment and
friendly atmosphere. I was moved
by the intimate partnership among
one another like a big family, and
at the same time, I learned that
God is love. It enabled me to
make decision to join the Cate-
chumenate Class to learn more
complete Catholic doctrines. I felt
more secure and my mood has
improved. Thank you all for your
care and loving companionship!
Thank God for giving me such a
wonderful gift! ¥
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I have been in the United States
for more than ten years. My family
has been encouraging me to believe
in the Lord. This year, I finally
have come to the bright road of the
believer.

For many years, I have been
thinking about whether to believe in
the Lord or the Buddhism. It was
not until completed two terms of
Catechumenate Classes that I real-
ized that the only way to live in the
United States was to trust in the
Lord, because He is the almighty
and omniscient God. Relying on the
strength given to me by the Lord, I
am filled with peace and joy! As a
true believer, we must have the Lord
in our heart and believe I in Him.
Thank you very much for the help
of the brothers and sisters in the
Catechumenate Classes. Thanks to
be God! ¥
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My name is RuiZhi Chen,
from Jiangjing Town, Fujian
Province. My parents are Catho-
lics. I married my wife; her fami-
ly is several generations of Catho-
lic. Under the influence of my
wife, the seed of God slowly root-
ed in me but I didn't go to church
to study Catholicism, because I
was busy making a living. After
retirement, [ took the opportunity
to attend St Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church in Monterey
Park, participated in the Catechu-
menate Class and was baptized as
a child of God. Thank God for
giving me this opportunity, and
thank you to all the brothers and
sisters of Catechumenate Class
who have served us. ¥
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My name is Allen Yao. I was
born in Taiwan. I attended Fu Jen
Catholic University and met my
wife in the 70s. We came to Unit-
ed States to study and obtained the
degrees in the 80s. Then, we got
married and raised two children .
My two children were baptized at
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church in Monterey Park in the
90s. I have been feeling very close
to God since my young age. For
two years, I had lived in the con-
vent on the campus of Fu Jen Cath-
olic University; I experienced the
peaceful and quiet time with God.
Nevertheless, 1 didn’t know too

much about Christianity. Today,
God gives me a second opportuni-
ty. I pray to God to guide me to
trust in Him and to know Him
more and more each day.

Thanks to Father Lee, Patty,
Matthew, Christina, my wife, and
many others for your love, care,
encouragement, patience, support,
and more. T
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As I get older, I felt physical-
ly and mentally weak, my life was
dull and empty, I was full of fear
about the future, and 1 was often
restless and impetuous. Thanks to
the love of the Lord, I experi-
enced the angel-like support of
Wendy and Patty, the help and

guidance of Godfather Louis and
Godmother Felicia. I attended the
Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Cath-
olic Church in Monterey Park and
listened to the earnest teachings of
many knowledgeable priests.
suddenly felt calm. God truly loves
the world! Looking forward to be-
ing baptized and becoming His
child! At the same time, I would
like to thank the brothers and sis-
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I, aged 74, immigrated from
Taiwan. Destinies brought me to
be acquainted with God. To date, I
strongly believe in Jesus Christ and
adore Him dearly. Being married
at a young age, | had not only wor-
shipped God in the Catholic
Church with my parents-in-law but
also visited Buddhist Temples with
my own parents. In the past, I re-
spected deities of all religions.

My oldest daughter, has al-
ways been fond of attending church
since she was young and was deter-
mined to taking solemn vows when
she grew up. However, her deci-
sion was disapproved by both my
mother-in-law and me. After my
mother-in-law passed away, it had
become our ritual that I accompa-
nied my daughter to church until
she became a catholic nun. Experi-
encing that God has performed
miracles upon me on numerous
occasions, I made up my mind to
accept God as my personal savior
worshipping Him for the rest of my
life in a hope of entering His heav-
enly kingdom upon my passing.
Many thanks to God and all the
brothers and sisters in Christ who
have assisted us.
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My name is Hao Yao. My

Christian life began when I was
working in Shanghai. At that time,
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I met a colleague who was a
Christian and I was deeply moved
by her Christian faith. Through
her, 1 felt strong interest in
Christ. I decided to turn to Christ;
I felt calm and strong, my soul
was touched. Slowly, I began to
understand the inner peace and
deep understanding of life that
Christianity brings. I felt unprece-
dentedly satisfied that I have nev-
er experienced before.

Later, I came to the United
States with heartfelt of admiration
and longing for Catholicism.Here,
I had the opportunity to officially
join the St. Thomas Aquinas Cath-
olic Catechumenate in Monterey
Park and began my Catholicism
journey with my two daughters.

I learned a lot about Catholic
Faith in the Catechumenate Class,
and each lesson gave me a deeper
understanding of the connotation
of Catholic faith. I gradually came
to truly understand and recognized
between myself and others, and
the power of God's love and for-
giveness. [ believe that God will
bring me light and hope, and al-
low me to live a more fulfilling
and meaningful life in the days to
come. Thank God! Thanks to the
priest and all the brothers and sis-
ters who are serving us! ¥
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My name is ZiQing Yao,
Cynthia. I'm eight years old. I
would like to share my story with
you. I remember when I was six
years old, my dad took me to a
Catholic Church that was the first

time I came into contact with Ca-
tholicism. I saw that everybody

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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was very friendly, they greeted me
with smile and said hello. Some
uncles and aunties would give me
some toys and some delicious
food. At that time, I felt the
church is a very warm place. Eve-
ryone was amiable to talk to and I
like to go there very much.

After we came to United
States, I noticed that the church
here is a little different than those
in China, but everybody is
kind. Uncles and Aunties in the
St. Thomas Aquinas Church would
come and talk to me, they offer
me a lot of love and care. I feel
special inspiration in the church. I
feel that there is an invisible God
besides me protecting me. I never
feel fear because I know God is
dwelling in my heart.

I have learned many stories
regarding God in the children’s
Catechumenate Class, I learned
God is kind, He loves each and
every one of us. I’'m very happy
that I am now a part of the Catho-
lic Church. I wish to become a
better person through the prayers
and to help others. Thank you,
God, and thanks to all the uncles
and aunties who care for us. T
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My name is ZiQi Yao, I am
15 years old, from Shanghai. Last
October, my father and I came to
the United States started a new
life. In China my family doesn’t
have a specific religious belief but
my father has taught us to be a
loving and responsible person
since [ was little.

After we came to the United
States last year, | have met many
people from different culture

background, some of them were
Catholics, 1 often hear them dis-
cuss the topic of religious faith, I
see their unshakable faith during
the difficult time. Especially my
father is always a strong supporter
in my life. Dad always spend time
to pray every day in spite of being
busy, and always attend the Mass
at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church in Monastery Park.

At that time, I developed
strong interest in Catholic faith,
under the influence of my father,
slowly, I feel peace and hope
brought by God. Through the
prayers, I have learned to com-
municate with the Lord, I sense
the calm and peace that I have
never experienced before. Espe-
cially seeing the parishioners’
love and help one another, which
made me understand the true
meaning of “love”. When I am in
the unfamiliar environment and
face challenges in my life, I felt
the invisible strength and courage
from my Christian faith.

I hope through continued
praying and studying, I will devel-
op deeper understanding of the
Catholic faith, and learn more
about love, forgiveness and pa-
tience. I believe that through the
power of faith, I will be better fac-
ing the difficulties in life and be-
come a loving and responsible
person. Thanks to all the uncles
and aunties from the Catechumen-
ate Class for what they have done
for us, I thank God for it!
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I was born in a rural family in
Hubei. My grandfather went to
Taiwan after the civil war be-
tween the Kuomintang and the
Communist Party. As a result, my

grandparents were severely sup-
pressed during the Cultural Revo-

lution, and my parents were treat-
ed unfairly in work and life for a
long time. Since I was little, my
family has been cautious, fearful
and afraid of being noticed by the
society, which has led me to place
less emphasis on cultural educa-
tion and just hope to live a stable
life. I grew up in such an environ-
ment, I was used to not actively
express myself, and I felt uncom-
fortable talking to strangers. I was
full of uncertainty about the fu-
ture.

When I was in China, I had
never been exposed to religion,
and I never imagined that I would
go to a church. However, fate took
me on a completely different jour-
ney of faith. When we came to the
United States, life was in an un-
precedented dilemma. Without a
job, without income, children's
education became a big problem
lying ahead of us, and everything
is unknown. When I was most
confused and helpless, God sent
my neighbor, ShuiMei Sun sister
to me. She not only provided us
material help, but also showed us
her love and faith to make us feel
unprecedented ~ warmth  and
strength. She led my entire family
to St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church in Monterey Park.

At first, I didn’t expect much.
But when I walked into the church
and heard the hymn playing, my
heart seemed moved and tears
streaming down my face uncon-
trollably, as if the pain, anxiety
and helplessness of the past were
released at that moment. I felt
warmth and comfort that I had
never experienced before, as if a
pair of invisible hands were gently
soothing my soul. From that day
on, I became willing to go to the
church, to listen, and to meditate.
I gradually understood that God’s
love is omnipresent. He healed my
heart bit by bit through those
around me, through the Bible, and
through the prayers.

Page 8
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Our whole family attend Mass
every week. [ found that I have
changed a lot. In the past, I was
always anxious about life and un-
willing to express my thoughts to
others. But now, my heart has
been greatly elevated, I have be-
come more confident and willing
to open up my heart to my hus-
band and the people around me. |
even begin to enjoy life here. I
found that faith not only allowed
me to find a place to rely on but
also made me braver, more confi-
dent, and willing to face new chal-
lenges

Today, I am the most church-
going person in my family. Every
time I enter the church, I feel an
overwhelming sense of peace and
comfort, and that feeling strength-
ens my faith. I also developed a
strong interest in the Bible, often
reflecting on its teachings, and
striving to put its teachings into
practice. I hope to participate in
the church’s volunteer activities in
the future, so that my faith will
not only remain in my heart, but
also help more people in need. I
believe that God sent me to go
through these trials so that I could
find true hope and joy and pass
this love on to others.

I thank God for leading me on-
to this path of faith, I thank the
brothers and sisters in the Cate-
chumenate Class for their selfless
dedication, and I thank my hus-
band for always being by my side,
making my life full of hope. May
God continue to guide me so that I
can repay His grace with love and
good deeds. ¥
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I am JiaWen Wang, 11 years
old. I am very happy to join St.

Thomas Aquinas Churches in

Monterey Park. I enjoy the Sun-

day school and teachers here, as

well as the time I spend with my
parents every day.

I went to church with my fam-
ily, gradually came to know God
and felt His warmth brought by
faith. I enjoy listening to Bible
stories, which taught me to be
grateful and kind, and also help
me understand the importance of
caring for others.

I hope that after being bap-
tized. I will gain a deeper under-
standing of Jesus' teachings and
become a loving person in life.
May God bless me and my fami-
ly! @

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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My name is BoWen Wang and
I am 16 years old. I didn’t know
much about faith before, but after
going to church with my family, I
gradually felt God’s love and
warmth. I enjoy listening to Bible
stories, which teach me tolerance,
gratitude and kindness. I began to
pray, that God would bless my
family and my future.

Faith has made me calmer. I
want to continue to study Jesus’
teachings, becoming an upright
and loving person. Thank God!

Page 9
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My name is Song Wang, and |
came from a remote rural area in
Hubei, China. Before I was 30, 1
knew very little about religion and
would occasionally go to a temple
to burn incense and pray for good
fortune.

In 2017, introduced by a friend,
I attended the Catechumenate
Class in Guangzhou and began to
come into contact with the Catho-
lic faith. Although I only took a
few classes, I learned a lot that I
didn’t know before, especially the
teaching about “love”. Catholi-
cism emphasizes loving God and
loving others as ourselves, and
advocates that we should not only
love those who love us, but also
love those who do not love us, and
even love our enemies. Inspired
by this, I began to try to change
myself, try to love my wife, chil-
dren and parents more, and try my
best to be honest and trustworthy
and not tell lies.

However, because my living
environment and personal mental-
ity at that time had not yet reached

an ideal state. The Catechumenate
Class rec%luired students to firmly
s1%pFort the party and the country,
I felt that I could not fully agree to
it, so I decided to suspend my
study. As time went by, my inner
desire for faith grew stronger. I
felt God’s love and guidance, and
decided to leave that oppressive
and internally-driven environment
in search of a better life.

On my journey to the United
States, I passed through many
countries and prayed in churches
in each country, seeking inner
peace and God's guidance. These
experiences made me deeply ap-
preciate God’s omnipresent love
and care, and strengthened my
determination to be baptized.

After arriving in the United
States, I felt helpless in face of the
unfamiliar environment, lack of
income, and many difficulties
such as my children's education.
At this time, God sent an angel
named Sun Shuimei to helF me.
Not only did she help me find a
job and a place to live, relieving
my worries, she also led me to St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
in Monterey Park, allowing me to
devote myself to my faith and
seek inner (s)eace and strength.
Here, I found spiritual sustenance
and felt the power of faith.
Through studying in the Catechu-
menate Class, I have a deeper un-
derstanding and experience of
faith. I began to pray for those
who were oppressed in China,
hoping that they would gain free-
dom and dignity very soon. At the
same time, my attitude towards
those in power also changed from
hatred to forgiveness and prayers,
hoping that God would touch their
hearts convincing them treat the
people with kindness.

I hope to study the Bible more
deeply and put Christ's teachings
into practice in my daily life. I am
willing to actively participate in
church activities, help those in
need, and illuminate my family
and those around me with the light
of faith. All of this is God’s guid-
ance to me! Thank and praise
God! Thank you, brothers and sis-
ters who have sacrificed for us! ¥

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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My name is YongDe Tian, |

was born in Inner Mongolia in
China. My mother converted to
Christianity in late 1980s and be-
came the head of a small local
church. Our home later became a
gathering place for the church
family gathering. My mother has
tried to share the Gospel with me
many times, but her method was
too utilitarian, which led to my
resistance to Christianity. One day
I studied a large number of allu-
sions from the Bible, I have a cer-
tain understanding of the Bible, I
have been keeping distance from
Christianity.

Later, I felt that my enthusiasm
for others had gradually cooled
out and I felt that I needed to be
guided with the love of our Lord,
so I received baptism of Christian
evangelicalism in 2019 and be-
came a Christian. After coming to
the United States in April 2024. 1
have been to several Christian
Churches, but 1 didn’t feel com-
fortable with their missionary
methods. I feel that they do not
have the solemn atmosphere that I
like at all and I even have some
utilitarian feelings. Near to the
end of 2024, under the guidance
of my friend Song Wang, I came
to St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church. 1 felt unprecedented
peace and love that I had never
experienced before. There is not
much difference between Christi-
anity and Catholicism for me, be-
cause what I hope to get is the
love of God and to love others
through the love of God. I can feel
the work of God for me here. This
helped me to rekindle my love for
God and my passions for others.
After all, only the love that our
Lord transforms to us is the truly
forever love, that can change my
life! Thank God! Thank you to all
the brothers and sisters of the Cat-
echumenate Class! T
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I have always heard of Jesus
Christ; I have regarded it as a reli-
gious belief. After married, be-
cause my wife’s family is Catho-
lic, I often took my mother-in-law
to church for worship. Although
there are many opportunities to
come to know Jesus Christ, but up
to this point I still have no interest
to understand it in depth. Until
last year, with the encouragement
of my wife, I started attending
Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church in Monterey Park every
weekend. Only then did I begin to
have a deeper understanding of
Catholicism. After that, I decided
}}artlclpate in the catechumenate.

hrough the priest’s sermons and
the Catechism courses, I have

1448 Continued on page #12
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gained a deeper understanding of
catechism and the faith in the
Lord Jesus. The atmosphere in the
church is very warm. The choral
are very relaxing. Participating in
the catechumenate is a valuable
experience and sharing. Thank
you to the priest and all the broth-
ers and sisters for their dedication.
May God bless you! Amen! ¥
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I attended a Christian school
in elementary school, and had no
intention of Pursum faith. As I
ﬁew older, 1 attended a Sunday

ass with my wife. When I en-
tered the church, I suddenly felt
eace and joy in my heart. This
eeling prompted me in search of
a deeper understanding of the
Lord Jesus Christ, so I decided to
enroll in the catechumenate at St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
in Monterey Park. Thanks to the
catechists in the class, I have a
deeper _understanding of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Finally, I decided to

be baptized and become a child of
%ur eavenly Father. Thank God!
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My name is XueTing Feng,
from Fuqing. I came to St. Thom-
as Aquinas Catholic Church in
Monterey Park through consulting
with a nearby Catholic church.
After attending a Mass here, I felt
the care and enthusiasm of the
church members. Although it was
my first time to attend Mass, I felt
that the Lord has always been by
my side. Later, through the study
in the Catechumenate Class, I be-
lieved in God even more. I thank
the church friends for their hard
work, and I am willing to follow
God forever. Thank God!
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Hello everyone, my name is
LingMei Sun, from Fujian, Under
the influence of my husband, I got
to know the Lord and Jesus. I also
envy those parishioners who were
baptized when they were born.
They have been always living in
the love and care of God. Alt-
hough, I am very grateful to know
God and joined the church con-
gregation in my best youth. Praise
the Lord and thanks for devoted
Father Lee, Sister Patty and all the
Catechists, who gave me the op-
portunity to share the precious
faith with you all. @

St. Thomas Aquinas Church



1% + % ShiYing Hou
0% : Sophia
8 © QiuLing Xic HHE

ok BB - RERA
Ao B—REZETE ST B
TR EFREN » FEREZ
BT KRRREADREEE - F(E A EE
EhgH > BV - RITFEE
ERENAE  EEERERH K
F ! EGEEK R E S E DAY
%ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ’\]ﬁﬁ%ﬁk P RERE !

I'm from Guilin, Guangxi.
Not long after I came to the Unit-
ed States, my husband took me to
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church in Monterey Park. For the
first time, I felt the warmth of a
big family. Everyone greeted me
with a smile and was very enthusi-
astic. I really like this atmosphere.
I want to thank God! Thank you
ShuiMai and the brothers and sis-
ters in the Catechumenate Class
for their selfless dedication. I love

God!w
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My name is Jianming Zhang,
from Guilin City. I came to the
United States two years ago and
met my neighbor ShuiMei Sun in
China. Through her guidance, my
wife and I have attended the St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
in Monterey Park. I have never
been exposed to Christianity in
China before. Since coming to
the church, 1 feel much more
peaceful and calm in my heart.
Through  the  Catechumenate
Class, I have learned more about
God's revelations. I will try my
best to be a better person and in-
fluence my friends to believe in
God. Although I am very busy at
work, I will study and read the
Bible more. Thank God for send-
ing so many angels to help and
protect us! Thank you to the
priests and all the brothers and
sisters in the catechumenate who
serve us! T
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Thirty years ago, I read the
Bible and it was boring like a
myth. Twenty years ago, [ felt a
little emotional when I listened to
the Bible. When my neighbor
took me to the church in Baiyun
District, Guangzhou for the first
time, the handsome, white Ameri-
can priest greeted me in fluent
Mandarin and hugged me, and
then he gave a warm hug to anoth-
er old scavenger woman with
messy gray hair, haggard face and
dirty body without any disgust - I
could not hug my mother who
gave birth to me and abandoned
me, but this priest achieved un-
conditional love. He showed us
that all beings are equal in the
eyes of God and we are all broth-
ers and sisters! Unlike a certain
political party, which wuses a
‘feeding-style” education, deliber-
ately divide people into different
levels, the strict hierarchy is un-
breakable.

Page 14

Ten years ago, | returned to my
hometown in Chibi City, Hubei
Province to celebrate the Spring
Festival. I saw that the door of the
church in my hometown was
sealed with a government notice.
The mottled seal and the sacred
cross were shivering in the cold
wind.

A year ago, I fled my mother-
land, which was cold and icy all
{Iear round. After coming to the

nited States, I was detained in an
immigration detention center in
Texas for nine months. In a state
of extreme anxiety, it was the Bi-
ble that slowly calmed me down.

After I was released from pris-
on, [ went to Los Angeles. When I
first arrived, I was at a loss and
had no relatives or friends. I slept
on the streets for three days and
nights. When I was at my wit's
end, a gentleman suddenly shout-
ed: Do you want to go to work?...,
and then I slept on a couch in his
office for two nights. Five days
later, I rented an Airbnb and took
a hot shower that was physically
and mentally refreshed and I
brushed my teeth three times. Af-
ter washing, I sat in meditation
and opened the Bible. I saw it
clearly: As long as you believe,
there is no endless suffering, no
eternal pain, no obstacles that can-
not be overcome, and no walls
that cannot be climbed... (Over the
years, I have received help from
many kind people, including Mr.
Tom Chen who helped me find a
job, the warehouse clerk who ar-
ranged the job for me and gave
me bread and snacks, and the
Hong Kong and Taiwan drivers
who gave me free rides, etc.)

At the end of last year, I attend-
ed a gathering at the Chubby-Ding
Square Gospel Church. Normally,
I would leave only after cleaning
up, but this time, after the prayer,
there was an inexplicable mysteri-
ous force pulling me to leave
quickly. I still remember it vivid-
ly. When 1 hurried down the
stairs, the first reaction in my
mind was whether my wallet had
been left at the Airbnb? In the
end, my home was safe. I felt
bored after returning home, so I
picked up my broom and went

A A 484 T 75 Pray for the Newly Baptized.

back to Chubby-Ding Square. I
was shocked to hear that someone
was stabbed with a knife in the
church... I looked up at the sky,
distantly, seemed to see some-
thing in the dark look after me!

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church is a church full of love
and tolerance. It is a place that
brings us joy and comforts the lost
souls. It helps us get back on the
right path instead of giving up on
ourselves. Brothers and sisters
love one another and are filled
with joy, free from worries and
sorrows! Parishioners linger in the
church.

I am still learning. 1 will try to
find a job with the only request
being: "I must go to church and
cannot work on the weekends."
May the Lord _lgrant me this grace!
Thank God! Thank you brothers

and sisters in the church! ¥
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I am writing m_ly sharing with
great gratitude! hanks for the
uidance and support of St.
homas Aquinas Catholic Church
in my life. Whether through the
Mass, the sacraments, or the min-

istries of the church, I deeply feel
the love and grace of God.

First of all, I would like to
thank Fr. Lee for his diligent
work. His preaching and spiritual
guidance have made me continue
to grow in faith. Especially, when
I was confused, his wisdom and
patience helped me find my direc-
tion.

Secondly, I would like to thank
the brothers and sisters of the con-
gregation. Your friendship and
dedication have made me feel like
at home. Whether it is prayer
groups, charity activities, or daily
care, your fellowship and compa-
ny have strengthened my faith. I
am also very touched by the
church’s services in the communi-
ty, through education, medical
support and charity work. The
church not only spreads the Gos-
pel, but also brings hope and light
to the society. These good deeds
made me understand the power of
faith. Finally, I thank God’s grace
for granting me this faith and
leading me to be a member of the
church. I will continue to follow
in the footsteps of the Lord, strive
to live the spirit of Gospel and
contribute my strength to the
church and the society. May God
bless our church, and may the Vir-
gin Mother Mary protect every
one of our believers. T

8% 7T Pray for the Newly Baptized.
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In 2023, I came to the Unit-
ed States. Because my family has
been Catholic since I was young,
my mother is a devout Catholic 1n
Fujian. She always reminds me to
find God! so when I set foot on
the land of the United States, I
went to the Catholic Church as
soon as possible and signed up for
the Catechumenate Class. In the
days of the Catechumenate Class,

every gathering and every prayer
malg gme _pu%sue the rK)I? -l}c;st
peace. In this Catholic Church full
of faith, we are a united family
every Church member work har

for a common goal. Catholicism
emphasizes the importance of
love, tolerance and kindness, and
encourages people to express their
love for life through pr'%yers and
dedication. God is the Father of
all, and His love and care makes
us feel unconditional happiness
and satisfaction. Thank God. ¥
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_ I have been introverted and
isolated since my childhood. In
2023, 1 came to the United States
even in this new country, it is still
difficult integrate into the _life

around me, and mg heart is filled
1%4# Continued on page #16
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with loneliness and helplessness.
By chance, I was chatting with a
colleague at work and he men-
tioned that he was a Catholic. His
firm words deeply attracted me
and made me interested in Cathol-
icism.

With a trace of curiosity, I

began look into St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Catholic Church in Monterey
Park and mgned 118 for the Cate-
chumenate Class. During my days
in the Catechumenate Class, every
gathering  and ever¥ prayer
make me pursue a long-lost peace.
The parishioners welcomed me
with great enthusiasm. Not only
did they patiently answer my
%uestlons, but they also made me
eel an unprecedented warmth
with their sincerity. In_ this big
family full of faith’ and hope, my
every question has been heard and
answered.

As the study progressed, I
began to apgrecm‘ge_the universal
love that Catholicism conveys.
Even if life is full of confusion
and pain, as long as there is love
and faith in our heart, one can find
the direction to move for-
ward. Through repeated prayers, I

gradually learned to accept myself

and realize the importance of sin-
cere care for one another. Today,
my life is no longer lonely. [ felt
that God not only healed my inner
wounds, but also gave me the
courage to face the future. Alt-
hough' this experience was ordi-
nary, it profoundly changed me.
Thanks to the Catholic Church!
Thanks to all the brothers and sis-
ters who have contributed to us, I
have found a sense of belonging
in a_ foreign country, and also
found the direction and meaning
of life. Thank You, God! ¥
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I was raised in the Catholic
family but I was not baptized and
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A 27838 & TTF3 Pray for the Newly Baptized.

never went to church. As I got
older, I’ve always had a beliet in
God but always felt like I had
questions. It wasn’t until I under-
stood the concept of having faith
in Jesus and attending church did I
realize | wanted to be part of the
Church. This is why I have started
my OCIA (Order of Christian Ini-
tiation of Adults) classes to start
my journey to learn more about
the catholic religion and become
closer to God.
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Since I joined the catechu-
menate, I have been particularly
fulfilled and happy every Sunday.
After reading the scriptures, I look
forward to the following lessons
because not only can I learn a lot
about Catholicism here, but I can
also feel a special warmth. The
catechists were very kind and al-
ways patiently answered our ques-
tions. They explained the core of
faith in a vivid way, which made
me gradually understand that Ca-
tholicism is not only a belief, but
also a guide for life.

During this time, a lot of
things changed within me. Before,
my understanding of faith was
rather vague, but now, I have be-
gun to truly feel the love of God.
This kind of love makes me feel
peaceful in life and less prone to
anxiety or confusion. I learned to
pour out my heart in prayers, and I
also learned to listen and trust
God, knowing that He is always
by our side, guiding us towards
the light.

The most touched me is that
I’ve never felt lonely here, wheth-
er it is the catechists or the friends
in class, it was like a big familg,
caring and supporting one anoth-
er. This sense of belonging has
strengthened my faith journey and
has allowed me to grow further
throth Confirmation. I hope that
I will continue to grow, practice
God’s teachings in my life, influ-
ence the people around me with
love, and pass on the warm feel-
ing to others. Thank God! ¥
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