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Eric Chan

This year s CACCLC was the first multi-
day, religious retreat I had attended since I gradu-
ated from high school, and my first Living Camp
experience as well. It was amazing on so many
levels. Our speaker, Father Tom Betz eloquent-
ly communicated this year s theme: that we can
and should make Jesus our friend through daily prayer
and meditation. Prayer, like friendship, is a two-way
street; God cannot touch our hearts unless we make our-
selves available to Him. Just as meaningful for me, Father Tom
also argued compellingly for the continued relevance of core Catholic beliefs, such as
the Church’ s views on sex and marriage, in our skeptical and increasingly secular

world.

Combine these thought-provoking ideas with a fun and supportive environment cre-
ated by my fellow Campers, and you really have something special. I relished the chance
to meet new and exciting friends and the opportunity to deepen my friendship with exist-
ing ones. There was also a wide variety of retreat activities to keep us occupied — from an
exercise in collaborative watercolor painting to a hand-clapping, foot-stomping Praise &
Worship concert. The highlight for me was singing in the Taize choir, an intense, candlelit
service in Mission San Luis Rey’ s beautifully renovated chapel. (I lost my voice for a

while, but it was well worth it. )

All in all, CACCLC re - energized my faith and gave me the opportunity to reconsider
my relationship with Jesus Christ - and hopefully, to deepen it.  ( BZ{#2008 Oct. )
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