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I decided to join RCIA program
due to lots of diverse opportunities

and coincidences. | was born and
raised in a semi-Catholic family. My
grandma of my mother’s side was a
devout Catholic. Meanwhile, a
Catholic church was right next to
my house. | used to play in that
church when | was a kid. In 2018,
my grandpa was very ill and was
hospitalized. He was suffered both
physically and mentally. After the
priest in the church came to talk to
him and prayed for him, amazingly,
he calmed down and passed away
peacefully. 1 was very regretful for
I could not accompany with him at
the very last moment and | missed
that funeral because of my inten-
sive job in Soviet Union. | know
that all dedicated Christians will
eventually go to the heaven. Being
baptized soon, | believe that all of
my families will eventually get to-
gether again in the heaven. This
comforts me a little. Through a
systematic, well-designed RCIA
class study, | got a lot of
knowledge in Christian faith and
Catholicism. Recently, | started to
read the Bible. The stories in the
Bible inspired me and I loved those
stories even more than the stories
in my favorite book- The Red Ma-
son. Perhaps, it is because | did
not read it as a textbook in school.
Finally, something that really
touched my heart was the constant,
willing giving from brothers and
sisters who served in the RCIA
class. This kind of selfless dedica-
tion can hardly be found in our life
outside the church. I am very
grateful to what they have done to
me. | hope | can serve in return in
the future as they have done to me.
I am looking forward to getting
baptized. Thanks be to God! ¥
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After coming to the United States,
especially after my wife also came,
we started looking for a church. Her
family is Catholic, and my family is
Christian. We both believe in God and
often followed our parents to church,
but neither of us got baptized. We
wanted to be closer to God, and de-
cided to get baptized in the Catholic
Church, so we started looking for a
Chinese Catholic church. We looked
through many different churches, at
one of which we got to meet a tour
guide who speaks Mandarin. She rec-
ommended to us our very own St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church.

We attended mass a couple times
and then naturally joined the RCIA.
With the help of Father Liu, Vicki,
Teacher Tien, Teacher Chen, Teacher
Chiao, and other parishioners, we
started to study the Bible, listen to
God’s gospel, sing hymns, and pay
pilgrimage to many great churches.
All of this helped to cleanse my soul,
helping me to gradually become more
humble and sincere. Men are born
with sins and shortcomings, but God
is perfect and great. | believe that the
path following God is holy and cor-
rect, and | will walk this path with
unwavering faith. 1 look forward to
this Easter with all my heart, as it will
be the most important day of my
life. ¥
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After | went to the United States,
| was at a loss to get my child into
school until we stumbled upon St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
School and went through the admis-
sion procedures. During my daugh-
ter's study, | fully felt the love and
care from teachers and students. |
felt that it was because teachers and
classmates believed in God that my
daughter was cared for. So our fami-
ly is very grateful to god for his
grace. | believe in God and would
like to give my love to everyone
around me. May | and my family
continue to listen to God and Christ,
so | would like to join the St. Thom-
as Aquinas Catholic Church and be
baptized. ¥
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On a rainy day in March 2018, |
found an apartment next to St.
Thomas Aquinas church and decid-
ed to rent it. Later, when my wife
and daughter had been struggling
to get their children into school
since they went to the United
States, we found St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Catholic school and went
through the admission procedures.
During our daughter's study, we
fully felt the love and care from
teachers and students. All this
seems to have been guided by God
and visited on our family. We thank
god very much for his grace. | be-
lieve in God and want to hear more
from God and Christ, so | would like
to join the St. Thomas Aquinas
church and be baptized. %
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After | study in St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Catholic Church School, | received
unselfish help and care from my
teachers and classmates. | want to
know what makes them so kind and
helpful. They told me it was the pow-
er of God. In the children's truth
class, | gradually learned some truth
and knowledge. | also have a certain
understanding of God and Christ. |
will study hard and thank God. ¥
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Through my families, I came to
St. Thomas Aquinas Church five
years ago. | then started to come
to the mass here and tried to learn
more about Catholicism. Last year,
I joined the RCIA program here.
Through the RCIA class study, and

the help from the teachers, broth-
ers and sisters in RCIA class, | have

learned a lot of religious
knowledge, especially in
Christ. The peace and joy | got

here never happened to me before.
Now, | start to learn more about
what is love and forgiveness. |
believe that whatever happened
was God'’s best arrangement, | can
see that being baptized in the best
arrangement for me by God. | am
looking forward to getting baptized.
Thanks be to God! ¥
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I come from a Catholic family.
Soon after | had arrived in the United
States, | started to join RCIA of St.
Thomas Aquinas Church. On the path
of searching and following God in the
journey of faith, as well as in the pro-
cess of learning Catholic etiquette
and knowledge, | have been im-
pressed with kindness and friendli-
ness of everyone that | have met at
RCIA. From the teachings of RCIA, |
have come to realize that there are
much to be learned whether it is
about people or related to Catholic
doctrine. Although it is a lifetime
commitment, | have made a determi-
nation to keep my faith no matter
what. | believe that once we have
become a compassionate and consid-
erate person with willingness to help
and to make selfless dedications, we
have disseminated love, one of the
core Catholic beliefs, inconspicuously.
Thank God, and thank all of you.
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I went through the process
from my mother-in-law's being hos-
pitalized for stroke till the moment
she breathed her last breath last
year. Whenever my husband led
me to read the Rosary in front of
my mother-in-law's hospital bed,
my mother-in-law, who no longer
recognized anyone then could still
miraculously kissed the Virgin Mary!
What's amazing was my mother-in-
law's peaceful face looked so much

like that of Virgin of Guadalupe! A
series of inconceivable things has
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prompted me, a Buddhist, to join
the RCIA in search of more about
God. | have been always moved to
tears by attending the copious
courses of RCIA program, reading
the Bible, making a pilgrimage and
going to Mass. Amazed by God's
great love and power, as well as
the new and lasting covenant Jesus
had made with people with his own
precious blood; glorifying the Virgin
Mary for setting us an example of
humility and gratitude that leads us
to the kingdom of God; the broth-
ers and sisters of the church caring
for the catechumens and candi-
dates of RCIA like angels, praying
for us when we are sick and weak,
and teaching us to entrust our-
selves to God. | hope to become
fully proficient in the Bible, the fam-
ily letter from our heavenly Father.
| expect to be closer to God and
have a heart of compassion, sym-
pathy and openness through the
three sacraments | am going to
receive. | implore to God for lead-
ing me to be the salt of the earth
and the light of the world. &
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Thank God for making plan-
ning. Let me meet my husband, |
am from a Buddhist family, because
of my husband that | got the oppor-
tunity to be familiar with Jesus
Christ. After more than half a year
of RCIA courses, | slowly learned
about Catholicism. | was ignorant to
a skeptical about Christ Jesus, and
then to believe that | opened up my
faith. Although it was not easy, |
learned a lot in the end. The enthu-
siastic members of the church gave
me a lot of help and let me Feeling
the warmth like home. Let me also
learn the precious spirit of Christ
from them. In future life, 1 will gain
more grace of the Lord Jesus
through prayer, and unswervingly in
Christ Jesus Down the road. Thank
God!
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I used to be perplexed. | was at
a loss and very frightened. Fortu-
nately, God has led me to St. Thom-
as Aquinas Church. I have met with
many brothers and sisters of the
church, their warmth and friendliness
has made feel as a family. | would
like to express my gratitude to Fa-
ther Liu and all the catechists of
RCIA program for their teachings.
The knowledge | have gained has
further strengthened my determina-
tion to becoming a follower of Chris-
tian faith. By attending Mass and
saying prayers, | have really felt It is
a true blessing to have God. | believe
that under the guidance of God, Je-
sus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 1 will
have perpetual peace and joy. Thank
God! Amen! ¥
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I am grateful for God’'s guid-
ance to a brighter path to future.

My husband is a kind, religious
Catholic, a dedicated parishioner
that attended mass every Sundays.
It was an essential part of his faith-
ful life. He was a gift to me from
God. He took me to St. Thomas
Aquinas Church, we attended mass
together, heard the voice of the

Lord, and joined RCIA. | met Fr.
Justin, my Godmother, and many
warm parishioners through RCIA,
where | also learned about the
Catholic faith, Ten Commandments,
and principles of life. All have
taught me to be a kind person, and
to love the Lord with a faithful
heart, follow his path and believe t

Flat he is always with us. I am

grateful to have experienced God’s
presence and love in my life and |
vow to be a dedicated Catholic as
Jesus had said” | am the way, the
truth, and the life, no one comes to
the Father except through me.” %
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I recognized Catholicism long
time ago. | was six years old at-
tending the St Joseph High School -
a Catholic school. I graduated from
this school in five. A full 11 years.
The first lesson each day before
going to school, often recite Our
Father with the Hail Mary. From
primary to secondary school has
daily Bible Church. Many students
are Catholics. But | never had the
thought of becoming one.

I only remember former head-
master, Brother Sun Paul VI was a
very kindly old man, no matter how

manz wrong we have committed,

St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Page 6



A PERIXE-FTFS Pray for the Confirmed.

will be very careful to teach us.
Never saw him get mad or send
corporal punishment on students.
School held bible classes on a regu-
lar basis, some students had be-
come Catholics. | did not have any
religious feelings and never went
down that path.

Later, came to United States
for college. After graduation to start
their families, busy place took an-
other 40 years. In the chance, | run
into Victor Law who is the brother
of my high school friend. The are
already a Catholic family. Victor
invited me to go to mass. In order
to socialize him, and | try to go
once.

40 years after the first set foot
in the church. | went and discov-
ered that mass - Catholics is famil-
iar but distant thing because, after
all, is in my primary and secondary
school age. It is a solemn sense of
tranquility make my heart calmed
down. When listening to the priest's
sermon, my mind wondering why
this man devote his who life to
serve God ?

On my first mass day before
going to sleep, | am wondering the
reason of us born and died. And for
whom we work so far. Life is like a
fleeting, in the end why people
came to this world. | recall Bible
Church Bible stories on primary and
secondary schools. Old Testament
to the New Testament. 12 disciples
to preach the story, one by one
come to my mind...

Long story short, now every
week also drove me to go to Mass.
To find the true meaning of the
Bible. Guided by the brothers, |
attended classes hang on, hoping
to understand more about the Bible
inside of the guide. More hope to
the people of God to be baptized.
Thank you. ¥
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My name is Zheng, KuanJu. |
have been in the United States for
more than 20 years, and my ances-
tral home is Fuzhou, China. My
family was/is Catholic. 1 was bap-
tized when | was a kid. It was until
in the yr of 90 that the sacrament
of marriage was completed. | be-
lieve that Jesus has defeated the
devil. Devil cannot do anything to
us if we are away from sin. There
are too many natural disasters, too
many epidemics and sorrows be-
cause of sins. Holy Lady Mary pray
for us. Lord, have mercy on me,
help me get away from sin and help
me dedicate myself to you with all
my heart! Amen!
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